
 This wheat crop has been beaten up a bit over the past few 
weeks but for many fields it is still in decent shape considering the 
amount of moisture that is available at this time. The yellowing 
that is present in these fields is generally just cosmetic to this point. 
Everything that I have looked at just had the leaves burned from 
the cold weather that we experienced a while back, but most every-
thing is growing out of it. The lower areas that appear to be staying 
yellow a little longer are coming out of it and upon inspection are 
now putting out new, green leaves from the whorl. It has just taken 
them a while. When wheat is still in the vegetative stage the prima-
ry way of determining if it is dead or not is to examine the newest 
leaves in the whorl, if they are yellow, it is questionable. If they are 

brown, then the tiller or 
possibly the entire plant is 
dead. In the photo below 
you can see that the plants 
on the left and middle 
have green leaves emerg-
ing from the whorl where-
as the one on the right has 
a brown leaf coming out. 
This tiller is most likely 
dead.  

 With this crop still in the tillering stage when we had the 
freeze it was generally not too susceptible to a freeze. At tillering 
most wheat can withstand temperatures down to 12°. However, 
this is also dependent on the duration of these freezing tempera-
tures. Slightly warmer temperatures, but for a longer time can 
cause severe damage. Also, low spots, soil moisture, fertility, and 
various other factors can influence freeze damage. Unfortunately 
freeze damage is not completely predictable.  

 I have seen one field this week that has begun jointing. 
This seems to be just a little early for us but not too much. Baring 
any excessively cold weather this field may be OK as far as any 
freezing temperatures are concerned. Of course we could always 
have a cold front come in as late as early-mid March. Once wheat 
begins jointing it can withstand temperatures to around 24°. Again  
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IPM AUDIO UPDATES 

To catch my IPM Audio Updates rec-
orded weekly, you can sign up at: 
Rolling Plains/West Texas IPM Au-
dio Updates or click on the QR code 
below and receive notifications by 
text when one has been recorded and 
then listen to it whenever you wish. 
This is a very brief update about what 
I am finding around St. Lawrence 
both pest and crop wise along with 
what I expect to see in the near fu-
ture.  

https://www.texasinsects.org/rolling-plains--west-texas.html
https://www.texasinsects.org/rolling-plains--west-texas.html
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2023 TRI-COUNTY CROPS CONFERENCE 

 The 2023 Tri-County Crops Conference is scheduled for March 2nd at the Glasscock County Annex. 
Topics this year will include: 2023 Cotton Market Outlook, Perennial Weed Control Research, 2023 IPM Is-
sues, Best Management Practices for Establishing and Producing Grain Crops, and the Annual Auxin Training. 
The cost is $15.00 per person and 3 TDA CEU’s will be offered. A meal will be served as well. 

duration will have a large part to play in the amount of damage. If jointing wheat does experience freezing tem-
peratures then the developing head needs to be examined to determine if it is still viable or if it has been killed 
by the freeze. Cut the stem open and remove the head, if it is still green and vigorous looking then it will be fine. 
If it is pale yellow, white, or brown, then the head is dead and will not produce grain. In the picture below, the 
head on the left is just fine and will produce grain, the one in the middle is 
questionable, and the head on the right is dead. An abundance of dead heads 
will most definitely effect your yield. If you need help in determining whether 
you feel like you have freeze damage or dead tillers or plants give me a call and 
we can take a look at your field.  

 For those of you who are looking at taking this crop to yield this year, 
now is the time to be getting your fertilizer out if you are planning to. Prior to 
first hollow stem, or jointing is the optimum time to get your fertilizer on in 
order for the plants to utilize it for maximum yield. If put on after jointing the 
fertilizer application will not be as efficient and not contribute as much to yield. 
Obviously if fertilizing dryland, our biggest roadblock is having the moisture in order to get the fertilizer in the 
ground in order for the plant to be able to take it up. 
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TRI-COUNTY CROPS  

Thursday, March 2nd, 2023 8:00 a.m. 
Glasscock County Community Center 

 

Meal will be served at 12:00 p.m. 
3 TDA CEU’s will be provided 
Auxin Training at 1:00 p.m. 

Topics include: perennial weed control research, 
cotton market outlook, 2023 IPM issues, best man-

agement practices for establishing and  

producing grain crops in St. Lawrence 

$15.00 per attendee 
Call the office at 432-354-2381 or email  

erica.rauschuber@ag.tamu.edu to RSVP by  
Wednesday, February 22, 2023 




